TREACHERY
leaps from their souls. They bow before the force of circumstances which they should be moulding, abandon the general strike, negotiate only about the credits. What is the reason ? The lies of their Governments, which they could not but believe.
The German says positively that in Berlin they talk only of rejection or abstention. The French declare that if Germany attacks, no Frenchman could refuse the money for his nation's defence. The idea of issuing aft identical manifesto to abstain from voting in both Berlin and Paris breaks down, "principally because telegraphic, communication has ceased"
After this correct but tragi-comic statement, the German leaves Paris, both parties retaining full liberty of action.
The leaders proceed to defend their patriotic attitude in monster meetings, pointing out the devoted efforts of their Government in favour of peace. With their forefathers of 1793 they cry as Revolutionaries, "Peace to the huts, war to the palaces!" But they end their speeches as Frenchmen: "For the Fatherland! For the Republic!" To a man they will rush to arms to defend France against Germany; their feelings are precisely those of their German brothers, who imagine that they are defending themselves against Russia. No; these are no traitors—they are, aU of them merely betrayed. For just as a Russian peasant had 'no feeling against Germany, so no German burgher or workman could have any feeling against France. In both countries alike a handful of men seduced the nation into the mad illusion that westward there was something to hate, something to conquer.
It was a Roumanian who hit off the position of the ss«s in these days in a few brilliant words. The Serbs, Belgians, and the French, he wrote, are acting in J««eel self-defence; they are bound to defend their
210t now> #!, this crisis', he seemed to be changing his attitude"
